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— A EXAMPLE OF PRIOR INVENTION 

^— B PRESENT INVENTION. OOOECYL ALCOHOL (TABLE t) 

C PRESENT INVENTION. OODECYL ALCOHOL (TABLE 2) 
■BE O PRESENT INVENTION T-BUTYL ALCOHOL (TABLE 3) 
E WRIGHT -AVERAGE MOt ECULAR WEIGHT (Mw) 

F TOTAL PROTON CONCENTRATION <mol%) 

rH 

^ (57) Abstract: An alcohol and water arc purposely used as an initiator and/or molecular weight modifier to conduct the ring-opening 
polymerization or a cyclic ester and thereby yield an aliphatic polyesler having regulated initial properties and regulated long-term 
properties. The cyclic ester containing proton source compounds comprising water and an alcohol as an initiator and/or molecu- 
£Q lar weight modifier is polymerized by ring-opening polymerization, in which the total proton concentration of the cyclic ester and 
^ the ratio of the molar concentration of carboxy (carboxylic acid) source compounds including water to the molar concentration of 
alkoxycarbonyl (ester) source compounds including the alcohol are used as indexes. Thus, an aliphatic polyester is produced. 
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